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Waiting on the World to Change 
Time Text Musical Elements Instrumentation 

0:00 “1,2,3,1,2,3,4” Major 
Duple Simple  
Fast Beat 
Intro: Beat played by drums 
accompanied by clapping to keep the 
beat 

Drums 

0:10  Piano enters with the bass and 
carries the melody with a xylephone 
in the background 

Piano, Drums, 
Bass, Xylephone, 
Clapping 

0:20 Me and all my friends  
We're all misunderstood  
They say we stand for nothing and  
There's no way we ever could 

Verse 1: Male Vocalist with constant 
beat from drums and polyphonic 
bass line 

 

0:31 Now we see everything that's going wrong  
With the world and those who lead it  
We just feel like we don't have the means  
To rise above and beat it 

Beat continues with a repeating 
melody 

Electric guitar 
playing a few notes 

0:42 So we keep waiting  
Waiting on the world to change  
We keep on waiting  
Waiting on the world to change 

Chorus 1: Switches to higher and adds 
keyboards to background 

Keyboard Enters 
and plays a little bit 
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0:52 It's hard to beat the system  
When we're standing at a distance  
So we keep waiting  
Waiting on the world to change 

Xylephone come back in  

1:04 Now if we had the power  
To bring our neighbors home from war  
They would have never missed a Christmas  
No more ribbons on their door  
And when you trust your television  
What you get is what you got  
Cause when they own the information, oh  
They can bend it all they want 

Verse 2: Switches back to lower key, 
Same rhythm as first verse with 
some added electric guitar and piano 

Guitar playing licks 
in the background 

1:25 That's why we're waiting  
Waiting on the world to change  
We keep on waiting  
Waiting on the world to change 

Chorus 2: Same exact as first chorus. 
Very Repetitive 

 

1:37 It's not that we don't care,  
We just know that the fight ain't fair  
So we keep on waiting  
Waiting on the world to change  
 

 Xylephone enters 
again 
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1:47  Bridge: People talking in the 
background and lead vocalist making 
sounds. A lot of bass with some 
brass instruments as it builds. 

Trumpet/Brass 
Enters for the first 
time  

2:11  Takes dramatic Leap and the electric 
guitar takes the lead as the brass 
cuts out and the xylephone and piano 
play in the background 

 

2:31 And we're still waiting  
Waiting on the world to change  
We keep on waiting waiting on the world to 
change  
 

Chorus: Keyboard plays some 
scales, Xylephone has a few notes, 
Same as the other chorus 

 

2:41 One day our generation  
Is gonna rule the population  
So we keep on waiting  
Waiting on the world to change  
We keep on waiting  
Waiting on the world to change 

Outro: Very similar to the chorus with 
added brass and shaker at the end. 
Backup Vocalists present and the 
beat never slows down and goes out 
with a final major chord. 

Trumpet/Brass 
Shaker 

    

 


